The Authority Relationship Between Church and Canon

	Incorrect View (although held by the Roman Catholics)
	Biblical View (held by evangelical Protestants)

	The church is determiner of the canon.
	The church is discoverer of the canon.

	The church is mother of the canon.
	The church is child of the canon.

	The church is magistrate of the canon.
	The church is minister of the canon.

	The church is regulator of the canon.
	The church is recognizer of the canon.

	The church is judge of the canon.
	The church is witness of the canon.

	The church is master of the canon.
	The church is servant of the canon.


In the “Incorrect View” the authority of the Scriptures is based upon the authority of the church; the correct view is that the authority of the church is to be found in the authority of the Scriptures. The incorrect view places the church over the canon, whereas the proper position views the church under the canon. In fact, if in the column titled “Incorrect View,” the words “The church” be replaced by “God”, then the proper view of the canon emerges clearly. It is God who regulated the canon; man merely recognized the divine authority God gave to it. God determined the canon, and man discovered it.

